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SUBJECT: ICRC CONFERENCE ON WEAPONS: GVN REPLY TO ICRC NOTE 
REF: STATE 110101 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM MFA, PLEASE PASS TO GVN 
REP LE VAN LOI FOR TRANSMISSION TO ICRC TEXT SET FORTH BELOW OF 

GVN REPLY TO ICRC NOTE OF MAY 17. ENCLOSED MEMORANDUM MENTIONED IN 
NOTE IS DOCUMENT ENTITLED "THE SELF-PROCLAIMED PROVISIONAL REV- 
OLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT' IS NOT A GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH VIETNAM" 
WHICH WAS SENT TO ALL GVN MISSIONS SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AND WHICH 
LOI SHOULD ALREADY HAVE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM: MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: 

NO. 1 1 12/BNG/VP. SAIGON, 24 MAY 1974. MR. ERIC MARTIN, PRESIDENT, 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, GENEVA. 

3. SIR; I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE SUBJECT OF A "CONFERENCE 
OF GOVERNMENT EXPERTS ON WEAPONS WHICH MAY CAUSE UNNECESSARY 
SUFFERING OR HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS", TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED 
FOR 24 SEPTEMBER - 18 OCTOBER 1974, AND ESPECIALLY TO NOTE NO 
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RED CROSS HAS SENT TO VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS. 

4. 1 SHOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

5. FIRSTLY, THE XXIIND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED 
CROSS (TEHRAN, NOVEMBER 1973), IN RESOLUTION XIV, HAD INVITED THH 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED VROSS TO CALL IN 1974 A 
VONFERENCE OF GOVERNMENT EXPERTS TO SRUDY IN DEPTH THE QUESTION 
OF PROHIBITION OR RESTRICTION OF THE USE OF CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 
WHICH MAY CAUSE UNNECESSARY SUFFERING OR HAVE INDISCRIMINATE 
EFFECTS, AND TO TRANSMIT A REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 
TO ALL GOVERNMENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
ON HUMANITARIAN LAW HELD IN GENEVA WITH A VIEW TO ASSISTING THEM 
IN THEIR FURTHER DELIBERATIONS. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THIS RESOLUTION. 

6. ACCORDING TO THE LETTER AS WELL AS THE SPIRIT OF RESOLUTION 

XIV OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS-A RESOLUTION 
FORMALLY CONFIRMED BY THE 28TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY-ONLY THE GOVERNMENTS WHICH PARTICIPATED IN THE 
GENEVA DIPLOMATIC CONFEREMCE OF FEBRUARY 1974 ARE ENTITLED TO 
EXAMINE THE REPORTS SUBMITTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF GOVERNMENT 
EXPERTS ON WEAPONS. IT FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS NO LEGAL POSSIBILITY 
FOR THE "PRG OF SVN" WHICH THE GENEVA DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE REFUSED 
TO ADMIT AS A MEMBER-TO BE INVITED BY THE ICRC, AS IT HAS NOT 
BEEN CONSIDERED AS A GOVERNMENT BY THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
AND THEREFORE CANNOT HAVE ANY "GOVERNMENT EXPERTS” TO TAKE PART 
IN THE LUCERNE CONFERENCE. 

7. THE ECRC NOTE OF 17 MAY 1974 ALSO REFERRED TO THE FACT THAT THE 
ICRC HAD BEEN APPROACHED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS WITH A VIEW THAT IT 
SHOULD ACCEPT THE PARTICIPATION OF EXPERTS NOMINATED BY GOVERNMENTS 
OR OTHER BODIES WHICH WERE NOT REPRESENTED AT THE DIPLOMATIC 
CONFERENCE. IN THE VIEW OF MY GOVERNMENT, SUCH ACTION CLEARLY 
CONTRADICTS RESOLUTION XIV OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, 

AND THE ICRC BY TAKING SUCH ACTION INTO CONSIDERATION HAS GONE 
BEYOND ITS MANDATE AS EMBODIED IN THE ABOVE-MENTIONED RESOLUTION. 

8. SECONDLY, THE ICRC'S MOVE MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS AN ATTEMPT 
TO REOPEN THE ISSUE OF THE REPRESENTATION OF THE SELF-STYLED 
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"PRG OF SVN"— AN ISSUE THAT THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE UNEQUIV- 
OCALLY SETTLED ON 28 FEBRUARY 1974 BY A FORMAL VOTE. IT IS 
UNFORTUNATE AND INAPPROPRIATE THAT IT SHOULD BE RAISED AGAIN IN 
AN INDIRECT WAY. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM 
HAS TO PLACE ON RECORD ITS FIRM PROTEST TO SUCH AN ATTEMPT, AND 
CONTEST THE VALIDITY OF THE PROCEDURE THAT THE ICRC HAS UNILATERALLY 
RESORTED TO. 
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9. IN THE VIEW OF MY GOVERNMENT-(A) VIEW WHICH HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY 
AND REPEATEDLY EXPOUNDED AND WHICH HAS EXPLICITLY ADOPTED BY THE 
DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE-THE SELF-STYLED "PRO OF SVN" CANNOT BE 

IN ANY SENSE QUALIFIED AS A ' GOVERNMENT' 1 . FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION 
OF THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT REGARDING THIS MATTER, I WISH 
TO ENCLOSE HEREWITH A MEMORANDUM PREPARED BY THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM ON THE ISSUE. 

10. THIRDLY, THE ICRC NOTE OF 17 MAY 1974 REQUESTS THAT VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENTS LET IT KNOW IN WRITING THEIR VIEWS AND STATES THAT THE 
COMMITTEE WILL STAND BY THE WISHES EXPRESSED BY A MAJORITY OF THE 
REPLIES. SUCH A PROCEDURE TENDS TO IGNORE THE RESULT OF THE 

VOTE OBTAINED AT THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE, AND CONSTITUTE WHAT 
AMOUNTS TO A NEW VOTE BY MAIL, ON AN ISSUE WHICH REQUIRES NO 
ACTION WHATSOEVER. IT IS REGRETTED THAT SUCH ACTION WAS TAKEN 
WITHOUT PROPER EXAMINATION OF ITS LEGAL AND PRACTICAL REPERCUSSIONS. 
I WISH TO STATE THAT MY GIVERNMENT CONSIDERS IT AS UNFRIENDLY TO 
THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM, AND 
THEREFORE STRONGLY OPPOSES IT. 

1 1 . 1 REQUEST THAT THE ICRC TAKE ALL NECESSARY MEASURES TO ENSURE 
THAT THE ICRC NOTE OF 17 MAY 1974 BE DECLARED INEFFECTUAL AS FAR 
AS ITS LEGAL EFFECTS ARE CONCERNED, ON THE GROUND THAT THE SAID 
NOTE IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE FORMAL VOTE ALREADY TAKEN BY THE 
DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE. 

12. YOURS SINCERELY, NGUYEN HOAN, ASSISTANT TO THE MINISTER FOR 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF VIET-NAM. END TEXT. 

MARTIN 
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